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EUROPEAN CLOUD-EDGE-IOT CONTINUUM
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EDGE AND ITS MAIN DRIVERS 
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Core

Public/Private 
infrastructure

Edge Endpoints

According to IDC’s European Emerging Technologies Survey:

• More than 40% of companies consider “low latency services” and “reduced communication burden” as the main 
benefits of edge implementation

• 30% of companies believe that edge implementation will benefit them by cost reduction. 
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EUROPEAN EDGE MARKET OVERVIEW
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$38B 

European Enterprise Edge 
spending in Europe in 2021 

approaching

1 in 3
European organizations are already using edge technologies

and this number is expected to double over the next two years 

*share of total Enterprise Edge 

spending

Source: IDC Research - IDC WW Edge Spending Guide, August 2022; IDC European Emerging Technologies Survey, July 2021

$75B 

Expected European Enterprise
Edge spending in Europe in 2026 

approaching
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EDGE SPENDING IN EUROPE
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Services represent the largest and fastest growing area, 
being crucial for AI deployments at the edge

Hardware is the foundation on which AI can realise 
tremendous capabilities on training, inferencing and 

running advanced AI systems. 

Analytics and AI software supports the analysis and the 
use of data

Source: IDC Research - IDC WW Edge Spending Guide, August 2022.



© EUCouldEdgeIoT.eu | 11/30/2022 | 6

EDGE MATURITY AND ADOPTION BARRIERS
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Nearly half of the European enterprises are implementing edge solutions in a pilot or educational phase.

Distribution of adopters of edge across maturity phases (Source: IDC's European Emerging 
Technologies Survey, 2021)
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MANY USE CASES WILL REQUIRE COMPUTING AT THE EDGE
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• Process 

automation

• Asset 

monitoring

• AGV

• Smart grid 

management

• Drone-based 

inspection

• Remote 

technicians 

monitoring

• Fleet 

tracking

• Smart port 

management

• Autonomous 

veheicles

• Equipment 

tracking

• Field 

monitoring

• Remote 

health 

monitoring

• AI-enabled 

diagnosis
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EDGE ECOSYSTEM
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Source: IDC European Edge Practice Research, 2022

• Opportunities across the technology 
spectrum

• Market leadership remains wide open

• Fragmented market

• Many strong European players

• Incorporates many technology 
components/sectors

• Comprised of many individual use 
cases, each with its own market and 
value chains

No single player can provide a full solution in the complex edge ecosystem.
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FINAL REMARKS
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• European edge spending will continuously grow with a five-year compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 
14.6%. 

• Internet of Things (IoT) is the largest domain within the European edge market, followed by artificial 
intelligence (AI), which presents vast capabilities on real-time data processing. Augmented reality/virtual 
reality (AR/VR) is the fastest-growing domain while robotics and drones have a lower share.

• Many industries will benefit from the development of edge, starting from manufacturing, energy and
resources, transportation and infrastructure, where capabilities such as real-time supply chain monitoring, 
inventory management, asset remote monitoring, or enhanced virtual experiences can make edge a technology 
able to drive significant value.

• 5G is a significant enabler for edge deployment and the number of mixed deployments are growing, but there 
are a range of barriers to overcoming including coverage, compliance, provisioning and network management 
and skills shortage.
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