
 

Alliance for AI, IoT and Edge Continuum Innovation IVZW | Avenue Louise 65, B-1050 Brussels, Belgium | RPM Brussels 0663895516 

VAT No BE0663895516 | Contact: sg@aioti.eu | EU Transparency Register: 380738729287-22 

Brussels, 18 July 2025 
 
 

AIOTI Response to public consultation on EU Standardisation Regulation 

Overall Comments 

AIOTI supports the current legal framework for standardisation as outlined in Regulation 
1025/2012 and the work of the ICT Multi-Stakeholder Platform. 

The current system, grounded in the Standardisation Regulation (EU) 1025/2012 provides a 
reliable, multi stakeholder and consensus-driven foundation for developing harmonised 
standards that support EU policy goals while promoting innovation and global competitiveness. 
We acknowledge that the current system could improve, from within, regarding the speed of 
development and flexibility. 

We agree that Europe should be positioned as a global standard-setter (geo-political context, 
competitiveness and expertise etc.). 

Europe should strengthen and support the active participation in existing ESOs. CEN-CENELEC 
and ETSI  have played a vital role in establishing Europe’s leadership in global standards. The 
existing public–private partnership structure — where clear roles are defined and maintained 
between policymakers and technical experts — has enabled rapid responses to technological 
advances, while ensuring openness and legal certainty. 

European leadership in global standardisation relies on transparency, market relevance, and 
technical credibility—features that are weakened by excessive regulatory intervention. 

Replies to consultation questions 

1. How have issues related to the speed and inclusiveness of EU standardisation affected 

stakeholders in your Member State/association? 

We acknowledge that the lack of speed or timeliness of standards affects stakeholders 
negatively. Moreover, the lack of speed needs to be observed from an end-to-end perspective. 
Therefore there is a need to address the issue of speed not only within  standards development, 
but also in the processes around  standards development, such as slow adoption of standards 
requests, harmonised assessment and citation.  

In particular, the lack of participation of certain stakeholders in standards development can 
have negative consequences. To our understanding, the problem is more related to the lack of 
active participation in some situations, which are due to the lack of resources or interest, and/or 
means, which should be the centre of focus to address. Another cause is that standardisation in 
innovative areas attract experts that have little to no experience in the standards development 
process; Therefore, there is a huge need for skills training and increase in the competence levels 

of the standardisation development process. 
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2. Which issues in EU standardisation are the most pressing for your members / stakeholders 

in your Member State? 

There are several situations, where the developed standards are not passing the assessment and 
citation process or get severely delayed; 

One of the identified issues is that the scope of standards requests (SR) are often broader than 
the supporting legislation and often, introduce nuances that are not in the legislation and which 
may be used in the assessment process. Therefore, the standards request (SR) should: (1) be 
narrowly focused on supporting essential requirements, (2) avoid optional features and (3) not 
impose any changes in structure that may constrain the ESOs to draft standards in a particular 
way. 

1. How can  the Regulation be raised: 

accelerate the delivery of harmonised standards, reduce complexity and increase flexibility in 
EU standardisation?  

To our understanding, the standards development require inclusiveness and consensus, these 
may add to the time it takes, but is necessary for the quality and the adoption of the standards 
by the industry and markets. In particular, a revision on a regulation should not force or stress the 
time needed to develop standards by ESOs. Moreover, the focus can be put on the processes 
around such as pre-standardisation, compliance assessment, citation, and skills training. 

It will help if it will be made easier for ESOs to reference or adopt technical 
specifications/guidelines from associations/consortia/fora (subject to consensus by the ESO 
members), before attempting to develop alternate approaches to the current system.   

Open Source: to our understanding Open Source Software is a useful tool for innovation and 
standard adoption, but it serves a different purpose and adopting an open source solution as a 
harmonised EN would undermine the purpose of the NLF that supports multiple economic 
operators placing different, but conformant, products on the market. In particular, the possible 
OSS derived technical specifications could be considered alongside those from other 
associations/consortia/fora. 

strengthen the involvement of EU SMEs, startups, civil society & academia?  

It is important that these stakeholders are being invited and have possibility and access to get 
involved, participate and contribute. However, efforts need to be focused at increasing their 
possibilities in terms of means and resources, skills and competence to be able to more actively 
participate and contribute. 

EC-funded facilities such as StandICT.eu(ICT) and Cyberstand.eu (in specific relation to the 

creation of harmonised standards for the CRA), are an important way to break down financial 
barriers around contributing to standardisation such as effort, membership fees and travel. This 
can address the lack of participation of certain stakeholders such as SMEs, researchers and OS 
contributors. 

The impact of pro-active mentoring of less-engaged stakeholders is also important. EC-funded 
projects such as HSbooster, have demonstrated the impact of mentoring in enabling 
researchers to undertsand the standardisation potential of the project results and then be able 
to contribute to ongoing standardisation activities. Similar support services for SMEs and OS 
contributors should be considered. Training in soft skills is also important here. 
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improve the access to & simplify the use of harmonised standards?  

Important to make all EU harmonised standards freely available will help achieve the goal of 
smart standards which will further support compliance. Example is the ETSI model, which has EU 
harmonised standards fully accessible free of charge to all stakeholders 

strengthen the EU’s role as a global standard-setter? 

Global participation and involvement is one of the best means to make European standards 
adopted globally.  

In particular, international participation increases the European impact on globally adopted 
standards and as well avoids the fragmentation in standardisation. On key requirement to be 
successful in international standardisation is to train European experts to be competent in the 
standardisation development process, including the international standards development 
process. 

On Concrete proposals: 

To our understanding common specifications are different then the technical specifications 
developed  by ESOs. This is because common specifications compared to Technical 
specifications, are often not consensus based, nor inclusive, and therefore, they risk of not being 

adopted by the industry. Therefore, common specifications should not be seen as a new 

pathway to obtain technical standards or instead of technical standards 

In particular, Technical specifications that are developed by ESOs can be considered as a 
channel, which is complementing the common specifications. 

This is because technical specifications are mainly consensus based and as well inclusive, and 
therefore, there is a higher probability that these technical specifications will be used and will 
be adopted by industry; It will be beneficial to encourage ESOs to adopt technical 
specifications/guidelines (subject to consensus for such adoption) coming from other 
associations/consortia/for a and make it easier to normatively reference technical 
specifications in harmonized EU standard. 

To our understanding, it will be beneficial if in addition to ESOs, also relevant 
associations/consortia/for are invited to participate and contribute or at least in an early process 
to be able to review and provide comments. Moreover, the standards request (SR) should: (1) 
be narrowly focused on supporting essential requirements, (2) avoid optional features and (3) 

not impose any changes in structure that may constrain the ESOs to draft standards in a 
particular way. 

Other issues 

Standard on interoperability 

The obstacle is payment for the access to standards related to interoperability (administrative 
burden to ask for the payment, reimbursement etc.). The cost of accessing standards can be a 
barrier to participation. Stakeholders suggested that funding support should prioritise individuals 
or organisations without institutional support, such as those not already funded by large 
companies. This would help ensure more equitable access to standardisation activities and 
reduce administrative burdens associated with reimbursement processes. 
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Experience with ISO standards 

There is a need for a follow-up to be sure that the European contributions are considered when 
pushing some results into standardisation. ISO ongoing standards can take years to become 
standards. It is challenging for European experts to be available for their specific meetings, 
attending (physically) their plenary meetings. 

Statistics about the use of standards 

It would be useful to see statistics about the impact of standards. It is not currently available in 
existing international SDOs. 

Synergies within standardisation: 

It is very challenging to be aware of existing standards related to the same topics in various SDOs 
(W3C, ISO, IEC, ETSI, OneM2M, etc.), where SDOs have different ways of collaborating, 
membership, costs, etc. Closer coordination between the various standardisation oriented 
projects, to avoid fragmentation and leverage shared services (e.g. matchmaking, training, 
mentoring). A unique European Standardisation Knowledge Hub (or similar initiative) was 
proposed to facilitate more structured and longer term cooperation across projects. 

 

Recommendations: 

▪ We recommend maintaining the current industry-led standardisation model in Europe 
and reinforcing it. 

▪ We suggest focusing on implementation-level reforms to strengthen the inclusiveness of 
the process and timeliness. 

▪ Further digitalisation of the standards development should be promoted through 
maximising the use of tools to automate and expedite the whole process. 

▪ Promotion of diversity, inclusiveness and accessibility of participation in the standards 
development process. 

▪ Promote the inclusiveness and voluntary nature of the standards development process 
by supporting and updating existing mechanisms and maintaining private sector 
engagement. 

 

About AIOTI  

AIOTI is the multi-stakeholder platform for stimulating AI, IoT and Edge Continuum Innovation in Europe, bringing together small 
and large companies, academia, researchers, policy makers, end-users and representatives of society in an end-to-end 

approach. We strive to leverage, share and promote best practices in the AI, IoT and Edge Continuum ecosystems, be a one-
stop point of information to our members while proactively addressing key issues and roadblocks for economic growth, 
acceptance and adoption of the AI, IoT and Edge Continuum Innovation in society. AIOTI contributions go beyond 
technology and address horizontal elements across application domains, such as matchmaking and stimulating cooperation 
by creating joint research roadmaps, defining policies and driving the convergence of standards and interoperability. 
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