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EU Standardisation Strategy - Agenda

An EU Strategy on Standardisation Setting global standards in support of
a resilient, green and digital EU single market

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:52022DC0031&from=EN

* Overview of the main elements of the Strategy
* AIOTI Comments and Proposals
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EU Standardisation Strategy — Overview (1)

Leveraging the European standardisation system — to deliver on the twin green and digital Upholding the integrity, inclusiveness and accessibility of the European standardisation

transition and support the resilience of the single market

system — putting good governance principles in place

The Commission will: The Commission:

e Work with the ESOs. stakeholders and other partners to immediately address the identified e Presents a legislative proposal amending Regulation (EU) No 1025/2012. in which it proposes
standardisation urgencies, as regards COVID-19 vaccine and medicine production, critical raw basic criteria that must be adhered to when handling European standardisation requests under Art.
materials recycling. the clean hydrogen value chain. low-carbon cement. chips certification and 10 of Regulation (EU) No 1025/2012.
data standards. ® (Calls on the European standardisation organisations to make proposals by the end of 2022 to

® Set up a High-Level Forum to assist the Commission in anticipating upcoming standardisation modernise their governance to fully represent the public interest and interests of SMEs. civil
priorities and engage with the European Parliament and Council to ensure political concertation society and users and to facilitate access to standards.
on these priorities. o Will launch the evaluation of Regulation (EU) 1025/2012 to assess whether it is still fit for

e Reflect the standardisation priorities in the Annual Union Work Programme on Standardisation purpose.
from 2022 onwards. ¢  Will launch a peer review process amongst Member States and national standardisation bodies by

e Review existing standards to identify needs for revisions or development of new standards to the end of 2022 to achieve better inclusiveness. including of civil society and users. and SME-
meet the objectives of the European Green Deal and Europe’s Digital Decade and support the friendly conditions for standardisation.
resilience of the EU single market. e Will develop a horizontal approach to the development of technical or common specifications

e Set up an EU excellence hub on standards to bring together the standardisation expertise. and through mmplementing acts under sectoral legislation
nominate a Chief Standardisation Officer. who will steer this network and ensure Commission
oversight on the alignment of standardisation activities with EU policy objectives and strategic
interests.

»  Work with the ESOs on concrete solutions and targets to accelerate the development and adoption
of standards, implementing concrete solutions to achieve higher consistency of standards offered
for publication by reference in the Official Journal of the European Union.
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EU Standardisation Strategy — Overview (2)

Global standards-setting: supporting the EU’s leading position as a forerunner in key
technologies and promoting EU core values

Cutting-edge innovation that fosters timely standards

The Commission will:

Set up a mechanism with EU Member States and national standardisation bodies to monitor. share
information. coordinate and strengthen the European approach to international standardisation
(ISO, TIEC, ITU and other relevant international fora), supported by the EU Excellence Hub on
Standards. .

Foster the development and deployment of international standards for a free. open. accessible and
secure global internet and establish an EU internet standards monitoring website.

Monitor the effective implementation of existing commitments on standardisation in EU trade
agreements and use such trade agreements. as well as regulatory dialogues and digital
partnerships. to cooperate on standardisation with like-minded partners in strategic areas and
coordinate positions in international standardisation bodies.

Promote international cooperation on standardisation and EU standards with the Neighbourhood.
Development and International Cooperation Instrument — Global Europe (NDICI-GE) and
Horizon FEurope, also with a view to support stakeholder participation in international
standardisation (SMEs. civil society. academics).

Fund standardisation projects in selected African countries as part of its development cooperation
policy and the Global Gateway. The EU will promote key European standards in partner countries
with accession perspectives/closer integration with the EUs internal market. starting in the EU’s
Neighbourhoods.

The Commission will:

* Launch the ‘Standardisation Booster’ to support researchers under Horizon 2020 and Horizon
Europe to test the relevance of their results for standardisation.

s Develop a Code of Practice for researchers on standardisation to strengthen the link between

standardisation and research/innovation through the European Research Area (ERA). by muid-
2022.
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EU Standardisation Strategy — Overview (3)

Ensuring future standardisation expertise — the need for education and skills

The way ahead - future of the European standardisation system

The Commission will:

e Organise Standardisation University Days to promote standardisation awareness among
academics and students.

® Deploy initiatives for young researchers and networks from Horizon Europe and the Euratom
Research and Training programmie. including the COST Association, for the valorisation of
research and innovation through standardisation and pre-normative research.

e Use the Commission’s EU Academy platform for the dissemination of standardisation e-learning
training material: promote the development and dissemination of standardisation academic
teaching modules within the High-Level Forum to attract and train young professional in
standardisation and promote re-skilling opportunities.

The Commission will:
* Publish along with the Annual Union Work Programme and the ICT Standardisation Rolling
Plan on European standardisation an annual dashboard on the planned. current and completed
standardisation activities for more transparency in the European standardisation system.
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EU Standardisation Strategy — Overview (4)

Commission Notice The 2022 annual Union work programme for European standardisation

http://www.astrid-online.it/static/upload/c_20/c_2022_546_3_en_act_part1_v8.pdf

The Communication identifies standardisation priorities (‘urgencies’). In these areas. there is
an urgent need for standards and standardisation deliverables to achieve the EU’s policy
objectives of a green. digital and resilient single market. This annual EU work programme
covers those standardisation priorities. which include:

e Review existing standards to identify needs for revisions or development of new
standards to meet the objectives of the European Green Deal and Europe’s Digital
Decade and support the resilience of the EU single market.

¢ (COVID-19 vaccines and medicines production

¢ Critical raw materials for batteries and waste batteries

e Climate resilience of infrastructure and low-carbon cement

e Hydrogen technologies and components

e Transport and storage of hydrogen

e Standards for the certification of chips in terms of security. authenticity, reliability
e Smart contracts for data spaces
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This action on EU standardisation is embedded in EU policies. It supports the implementation
of policies such as:

the twin green and digital transitions:

the single market:

the digital single market:

the single market for services:

the space programme:

the internal markets for renewable and natural gases and for hydrogen:
energy efficiency and climate: and

international trade.


http://www.astrid-online.it/static/upload/c_20/c_2022_546_3_en_act_part1_v8.pdf

EU Standardisation Strategy - Comments (1)

Overall Comments

* European Standardisation System (ESS) is based on fully open and transparent participatory process.
* We believe it is unique and proven system that worked so far well.

* It was also based on bottom-up approach based on the market needs, combined with regulatory priorities driven by the EU
standardisation plans and the needs for harmonised standards from the EU regulation.

* We believe that the core of such system should be preserved and enhanced but not changed (especially not by politically
driven agenda’s driving top-down what standardisation needs should be).

« We support the initiative of the Commission to improve the process, make it more participatory, but we believe it should still
be mainly driven by the industry and market needs.

* The idea of recognizing and linking standardisation needs and research is very positive one and needs to be explored,
however, not in a way as we mentioned to become politically driven process but process where priorities are given by the
public side, but implementation is done within the existing ESS driven process.
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EU Standardisation Strategy — Comments (2)

The Strategy includes 5 main pillars with related activities for each:

1. Anticipate, prioritise and address standardisation needs in strategic areas

« We appreciate EC highlighting the importance and engaging actively in defining priorities and anticipating needs for
standardisation.

* This however is best addressed through securing full collaboration with ESOs, NSOs, industry, and all other relevant
stakeholders in a full multi-stakeholder manner.

« We welcome establishment of a High-Level Forum, to facilitate prioritisation and coordination among Commission-Council-
Parliament, however, we would encourage the Commission to envisage active participation and contribution of the industry,
and in particular ICT industry.

« We suggest similar type of construct as the existing ICT MSP, which we propose to continue with different scope or at least
operate as sub-committee under the Forum, covering the ICT domain, to which AIOTI would like to contribute and support.

* On the role of CSO and the EU Excellence Hub, although it is commendable idea, it is important to avoid that the EU
Excellence Hub become an entity creating parallel standardization activities that will be in competition with ESS. It is therefore
important to understand in more detail the exact role and setup of the EU Excellence Hub
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EU Standardisation Strategy — Comments (3)

2. Improve the governance and integrity of the European standardisation system

 Agree with several recommendations on improving the participation of NGOs, SMEs and EU companies in ESS, but we as well
support the participation of non-EU entities in ESS (it is important to increase participation of NGOs, SMEs and EU companies
but not at the cost of other engaged players who are also contributing significantly to the ESS).

« Engagement of SMEs could also be done via organisations that have their significant representation (for example, AIOTI has
about 40% of its members SMEs and startups).

3. Enhance European leadership in global standards

* It is important to enhance European leadership in global standards, by stimulating the contribution of ESS results in
international SDOs.

 European ESOs should strive to lead initiatives as it was 3GPP as one possible modality of work to ensure leadership i the
global standard setting process.
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EU Standardisation Strategy - Comments (4)

4. Support innovation

* We fully support the Commission’s proposal to further look into potential of EU-funded research projects to support early
anticipation of standardisation needs through research.

* We see this as an opportunity and think this coincide well with the ambitions of ESOs to connect research and standardisation
closer.

+ We think a standardisation booster and code of practice for SMEs and researchers on standardisation can be of help.

5. Enable the next generation of standardisation experts

* We welcome the Commission’s efforts and understanding the needs of future generation of standardisation experts and the
fact that this is a rather rare competence which needs to be safeguarded and secured for future.

* Academic programs and trainings of researchers are very helpful.

* It is also important to highlight that the largest and most available core of standardisation resources and competence comes
from industry and will continue to be so, as the industry is also very much involved in the research.
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